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Document on Human Fraternity of Catholic and Muslim @ACU N.Sydney
9 (Sun) 77.00am E%5 /Nirvana Day Service @BCNSW
16 (Sun) 11:00 am BEEFLIFE / Sunday Service @BCNSW

17 (Mon) C KFEF#HFT / New Bulletin Issue J

23 (Sun) 11:00 am BEEtL#F / Sunday Service @BCNSW
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“While people and plants and
Insects all differ,
the Buddha's inner light shines
forth in all”

(by Eiichi Enomoto)

FEAFK— / Eiichi Enomoto
(1903-1998)

( [2020 &AL VS -] “2020 Calendar
with Dharma Words” / ER#EEST)
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COZy BET, FeDIEaRKDHEET 2,686 .00 FILDOCEHETE SEMRIEESEHLIZ. BSOS CSNFH UL ?—&"7'
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u In the past month, donations to the amount of $2,686.00 were offered to the Amida Buddha through the Hongwanji Buddhist Mission of Australia.

HBMA members and attendants have also deposited $12.00 in the donation box which also deposited to the Hongwanji Temple of Sydney Building
n fund. The HBMA acknowledges the donors and would like to express our sincere gratitude to the following for their generous donations
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* Rev George Gatenby — Membership contribution

* Rev Mark Healsmith — Membership contribution

* Ms Kaoru Morioka — Membership/Building fund contribution

* Mr Roy Cooke — Membership contribution

* Mr Fujio Shizuka — Membership contribution

* Ms Ayako Mitsui — Membership & Donations, Osaisens

* Mr & Mrs Michio and Toyo Ochiai — Membership contribution
* Mr Toshiya Yamada — Mother’ s Memorial Service contribution
* Ms Hitomi Howard — Membership contribution

* Mr Jonathan Shearman — Donation

* Donated Kimono sale
* Ms Masako Sugimoto (Japan) — Special donation (2020 Calendars)
* JCS / SSSJ — Print reimburse

Thank you very much in Gassho
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Rev Watanabe was invited to at-

tend the 2019 FEnd of Year

Blessing at Tzu-Chi Australia
Sunday 1 December

‘* On 1 December 2019,
n Rev Watanabe was
‘ " once again invited to
al | .~1 be a part of Tzu-Chi
| Foundation Australia’s
End of Year Blessing
Ceremony and wel-
comed by many people
who know him.
During the ceremony,
they showed all atten-
welcomed Buddhist monks. dants their activities
2 throughout the year
and cultural perform-
|ances and shared gifts
to everyone.

§ 3~ T Ak

Tzu-Chi Australia’s representatives

Rev Watanabe’s long time friend Mr

Stephen Kan, ex-CEO sharing gift
for all attendants. (01/12/19

oL Royal North Shore Hospital
.« Chaplain’s Office End of year ap-
preciation Morning Tea (09/12/19)

Rev Keith Walker, the Royal North
Shore Hospital chaplain chief officer
invited all the chaplains from all

Keith presents a bunch faith groups on 9 December at

of flower to Betty from RNSH for the End of year party!
Salvation Army who has
been volunteering as a ¥
chaplain for more than

50 years. (09/12/19) ﬁ‘

8 Welcome to HBMA !

Myr Hiroshi Aoki (right) from
Perth, WA, and Mr Jinen Yama-
v moto  (eft) from
' Gansho-ji, Ya- |
hata, Kyoto Japan l
'came to  visit
i HBMA. In Gassho

Mr Jinen Yamamoto (Left on 25/12/19) and Hi-
roshi Aoki, (Right on 18/11/19) visited HBMA.

NFE W YEAR ’S ME’SSA GE’ 2020
To all HBMA Members and friends

To all my Dharma friends at
HBMA My sincere best wishes for
the New Year. May all your days be
lived in the compassionate light of
Amida Buddha and in

the company of Namo

Amida Butsu.

In Gassho,

Rev George Gatenby, Adelalde

Wishing all HBMA members a
safe and happy festive sea- ‘3
son. While life is becoming in-
creasingly busy it seems, we of-
ten neglect to take the time to
% reflect on the Dharma and its
d significance to :
our lives. I trust

that we will all take advantage of o o

the holiday season to enjoy some res- e

pite from our usual hustle and bus-

tle and to reflect on, and take joy “

in, Shinran's teachings.

Rev John Paraskevopoulos, Canberra
IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII

Just now I have been re-reading Volume II of ‘The !
Collected Works of Shinran’ - the volume of Intro-
ductions, Glossaries and Reading Aids - and when I
received Rev Watanabe’s request for a New Year
message, I opened the volume at the page I was up
to and to this quote from Shinran Shonin.

‘Amida’s Vow 1s, from the very be-
ginning, designed to bring each of]
us to entrust ourselves to it - say-
Ing ‘Namu-amida-butsu’ - and to
receive us into the Pure Land:none
of this 1s through our calculation.’

Deep learning or virtue (ostensible

or real) - neither of these will en-

sure us of salvation and enlighten-

ment in the Pure Land. Saying the Nembutsu W111

because Amida will hear us and give each of us His
mind of true entrusting.

<K <D< < <R <Nk <0k <0 < 0 < <0 < -

\C,\\\‘/—:?) I wish each and every one of you a
«“ % happy and healthy 2020.

In Gassho,

Rev Mark Healsmith, Canberra |
<= <l <be = < bbb == == —~:A,\:—%

In Gassho, ;




(From page 2)

Minister’s New Year message

leader of Yeshikhorlo Tibetan
Buddhist group (08/06/19).

-In August, we had Annual
Obon service (11/08/19) ;
-In September, I ran in the Syd- ¥ a D
ney Marathon for the world ¥ "8 1
peace and the future of HBMA Qpon service was
for my third time (15/09/19). ducted (12/08/18)

-I officiated a Buddhist service | R AT ¢
of respect at the 75th Anniversary‘ iy,
of the Cowra Breakout (29/09/19) _
at the Cowra Japanese Cemetery.

-While I was in Japan visiting my
hospitalised mother, it was my §
privilege to join the 25th Anniver-
sary celebration dinner for the or-
dination as Jodo Shinshu priests of
Revs George
pand  John,
« organised by
Rev Esho
Sasaki (IABC)
(16/10/19).
Then I shared my lecture titled
“Possible after lives, Buddhist

Rev Watanabe com-
pleted to run his third

Marathon. (15/09/19)

in  Kyoto

talked
about Jigoku(HelD) at Ja- concept of hell and the next
pan Foundation(24/10/19).

Rev  Watanabe

~world” on 24 October 2019
at Japan Foundation Syd-
- ney office.

-In November 7th, it was

officiate Ground-breaking
ceremony for Sydney Mod-
: ern Project at the Art Gal-
Revs George & John’s celebration lery of NSW.
supper in Kyoto (16/10/19), -In  November, we ob-
served our annual Hoonko
service with Rev John
Paraskevopoulos(10/11/19).
-In December, we were all
involved with the Matsuri
Japan festival (07/12/18),
and finally did annual
Omigaki — Altar clean up
(22/12/19).

Hoonko Service 2019 (10/11/19

Of course, we continue to hold our regular Sunday ser-
vices, to which we always invite as many people as
possible. Please keep inviting your friends to our ser-
vices!

Volunteer work is very important to keep connecting
with our communities. First of all, I help as a hospital
chaplain every week — mainly at the Royal North
Shore Hospital. I also visit nursing homes and other
aged care facilities. I've been serving as a volunteer
Buddhist scripture class teacher at Gordon West Pub-
lic School for two years, and all children are getting
used to seeing me, and when I see some of them in
town, they call me “Sensei!”

For “Japan Club of Sydney”, I volunteer as one of the
directors and mainly help with producing their news-

letters.

We had more activities,
meetings and special cere-
monies during 2019. I be-
lieve the year 2020 will be
another busy successful
year!

Amida Buddha’s boundless
compassion always reaches
each one of us, with no dis-
crimination or distinction.
Once we realise Amida
Buddha’s supporting arms,
which are always trying to
embrace each of us, we will
discover a life of appreciation. The life of appreciation
is the way to live as a Jodo Shinshu follower.
Therefore, let us live our faithful daily lives appreciat-
ing Amida Buddha’s wisdom and compassion reciting
Namo Amida Butsu, and try to help those who suffer.

I wish all readers of the bulletin safe, happy and
meaningful days throughout the year.

A 9%
New Scripture Class at Gordon
West Public School (10/04/19)

In Gassho,
Rev Shigenobu Watanabe

HBMA News

Omigaki - Year End Shrine Clean-up Day -
successfully completed!

On 22 December, we once again
held Omigaki clean up day. The
HBMA shrine became very clean
as we polished all the ornaments
in the shrine and wiped all the
chairs in the room! Thank you|
Mrs Ayako Mitsui, Yukimi and |__
our children for all of your help!
In Gassho,

o« We cleaned shrine up and
polished all ornaments.

Amida’s shrine area became so clean after all the work done

(22/12/19).

a1y HN e
i We all supported & Enjoyed

wreuei Matsuri Japan Festival

On 7 December, at the
Tumberlong Park (Darling Har-
bour), the Japanese community
held its annual festival, which |§
attracted more than 40,000 "
people!
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New Year!)” from

“Shin’nen Akemashite Omedeto Gozaimasu (Ha
Rev Watanabe family!
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¥ Minister’s New Year Message

As we welcome the New Year 2020, on behalf of
Hongwanji Buddhist Mission of Australia, I would like
to express my most sincere appreciation to each and
every one of you who have supported HBMA, its activi-
ties and services, during the past year.

I will always treasure and appreciate your continuing
support throughout the year.

2019 was another successful year. There were many
activities and services we observed. It was a time from
which we can draw wonderful memories and can recall
precious encounters and challenges. I would like to
highlight some events during the last year.

-First of all, in Janu-
ary, I made a courtesy
visit to Kyoto Hong-
wanji and was able to
meet with Rev Masumi ¥
Ishida, Bucho, or head

of the Hongwan]l In Rev Watanabe made a courtesy visit to

ternational Center and Rev/Bucho Masumi Ishida of HIC(eft)
all members of the and Rev Kido Onoi, the Head of the Pol-

HIC staff. Then I also icy Planning Office. (08/01/19)
privileged to meeting with Rev Kido Onoi, the Head of
the Policy Planning Office to report on the present
situation of HBMA.

-In February, we observed the Nehan-E (Nirvana Day)
service, to commemorate Shakyamuni Buddha’s pass-
ing, welcomlng a special guest Ms Tsuna Hisada, Ex-

Group photo of the Clean up Australia Day, Australia’s largest mobi-

lisation event, at the Lane Cove National Park (03/03/19).

ecutive Director of the Hansho-an (tea house) Cul-
tural Foundation from Kyoto, Japan. (10/02/19)

-In March, we once again joined Australia’s biggest
community volunteer event,
“Clean up Australia
day” (03/03/19)

-It was my honour to offici-
ate at the 8th year memo-
rial service of the East Ja-
pan Earthquake at the Syd-
ney Mechanic’s School of
Arts 1n  Sydney City
(11/03/19).

-We joined Cowra Festival
of International Under-
standing event on 16 & 17
March as Japan was their
official guest nation for this
year. h
We also observed autumn O g 8 !
-Higan service (24/03/19) Autumn O-Higan service
-In April, our most joyous (18/08/19)
service, Hanamatsuri took \
place with many new faces.
(07/04/19)

-I also attended the annual
Peace Ceremony in Lismore
(24&25/04/19), then on the
following day, I attended

the Sri Lanka victims’ me-

morial gathering at St rial ceremony at POW cemetery
in Cowra (17/Mar)
Mary’s Cathedral.(26/04/19) Cowra (17/Mar,

-In May, I was invited to attend Ve-
sak ceremonies, one in Darling Har- F°
bour organised by Nan Tien Temple
(11/05/19), and one in Tzu-chi Foun-,

dation in Eastwood(12/05/19).

-Then we observed our Gotan-e ser- B
vice, followed by the Annual General
Meeting

8th year memorial service for
the 3.11 Japan earthquake in
(11/03/19).

Rev Watanabe joined city parade

16/Mar) then officiated a memo-

(19/05/19)

-During Na- Rev Watanabe in-

tional  Volun- vited to join peace

¢ Week event in Lismore.
eer ,

Royal North Shore Hospital or-
ganised a Volunteer Apprecia-
tion Day and I attended the
ceremony (20/05/19). 1 was
again invited by the Most Rev-
erend Anthony Fisher of St
Mary’s Cathedral to attend their
IFTER dinner (29/05/19).

-In June, I was invited to join
the Buddha’s birthday celebra-
tion ceremony organised by Mr
Tsering Tashi, the

Archbishop Most Rev An-
thony Fisher invited Rev
Watanabe  for their
IFTER Dinner (29/05/19)

Wlth Mr Khenpo Tashi of
Tibetan Buddhist group Khenpo

leader (08/06/19).

(Continues on page 3)
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New Year’s Greeting

Happy New Year, everyone! At the beginning
of this New Year, I would like to extend my best
regards to you all.

Last year again, following the year before, Ja-
pan, as well as many other countries in the
world, was struck with multiple natural disas-
ters. I would like to convey my deepest condo-
lences to those who lost their lives through those
disasters and express my sympathy to everyone
affected. In addition, we must never forget that
armed conflicts and terror attacks as well as se-
vere starvation is making it difficult to live, and
lives are being lost every day.

Last September I had an opportunity to make
an official visit to the temples of the Buddhist
Churches of America as Monshu for the first
time. This allowed me to complete the first round
of visitations to all of the overseas districts which
include Canada, Hawaii, South America, and the
US mainland.

Although every temple and district has its own
history and background, many of the overseas
Jodo Shinshu temples were established and have

e Volume 20 - No. 1
6 January, 2020
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been cherished by the Japanese immigrants
and their descendants. Reflecting on how sin-
cerely our predecessors entrusted themselves to
the Buddha Dharma and how importantly they
thought of their temples while facing many dif-
ficulties such as World War II, I cannot help
but feel grateful and even awe for their tremen-
dous efforts as well as many other wondrous
circumstances that have allowed the Jodo Shin-
shu teaching to be handed down to us today.

However, a considerable amount of time has
passed since the Japanese emigrated overseas, and
the lifestyle of their descendants, as well as the
world situation have changed greatly. In accor-
dance with these changes, quite a few people who
are not of ethnically Japanese origin have also
come to appreciate the teaching clarified by Shin-
ran Shonin, and attend our overseas temples.

What caused this is nothing but the universality
of the Jodo Shinshu teaching that transcends time
and space. In other words, Amida Buddha’s com-
passion equally reaches and nondiscriminatively
embraces everyone in the midst of all sorts of pain
and agony.

In this year, let us continue to listen to the
Dharma, considering it is directed to each one of
us, and keep moving forward to share it with
many other people as possible.

January 1, 2020

OHTANI Kojun
Monshu
Jodo Shinshu Hongwanji-ha




